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If you don’t like nails, then perhaps 
you should turn the page. This small 
wall cupboard from the New Lebanon 

Shaker community bristles with them. 
The carcase and stiles are nailed 

together with cut brads. The back is 
attached with clout nails. And the door 
is held flat with battens that are secured 
by clenched nails. I think the nails add to 
the piece, and, because there are so many 
different kinds, this project is an excellent 
introduction to 19th-century cut nails.

Quick Joinery – Quick Results
I’ve built quite a few of these cabinets in 
the last couple years because they are an 
excellent way to teach someone traditional 
joinery and they can be made quickly (my 
father received one last year that I banged 
out in a day).

Begin with the carcase. The carcase 
sides are the only pieces that have real 
joinery. Cut 3⁄8"-wide by 3⁄16"-deep rabbets 
in the bottom edges of the sides. These 
receive the interior bottom piece. Cut 3⁄8"-
wide by 3⁄16"-deep dados for the shelf.

Glue and nail the sides, bottom and 
shelf together. I used 2d cut headless brads 
that I set 1⁄32" below the surface.

True up all the edges of the assembled 
carcase then fit the two stiles on the front. 
They hold the carcase square. Glue and 
nail these in place with 2d cut headless 
brads and set those.

The thin top and bottom pieces are each 
attached in an unusual way. First round 

Shaker Wall Cupboard
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a classic form from the 

New Lebanon shaker 

community is easy  

to build in a few hours.

Simply red. The original cabinet is cherry with a varnish finish. It looks good in a variey of woods, includ-
ing this poplar version with a red wash.
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over the front edge and ends of each piece. 
The thin bottom is merely glued on to the 
carcase. Note that the bottom extends 1⁄4" 
beyond the back of the carcase, which cre-
ates a rabbet for the back. The top is glued 
and nailed to the stiles and carcase sides 
(don’t worry – it’s the back of the cupboard 
that handles all the weight).

Now deal with the back. Cut the ogee 
shapes on the top of the back piece. Then 

cut the slot that allows you to hang this 
cupboard on a peg or nail. Here’s how. Drill 
a 1⁄4" hole at the top of the slot. Drill a 3⁄8" 
hole at the bottom. Connect the two slots 
using a coping saw. Attach the back to the 
carcase using 2d clout nails (no glue).

Keep Your Door Flat
The door is a flat panel of wood. If you 
don’t apply some cross-grain battens to 
the back, it will warp in short order.

So fit the door in its opening and cut 
the mortises for your hinges. With the 
door moving freely, remove it from the 
cupboard and drill pilot holes through 
the door and battens for nails.

You will clench these nails, which 
means you’ll bend them over on the inside 
of the door. I used 2d cut headless brads. 

“Apart from panel and veneer pins, 
the furnituremaker has little use for 
nails except for softwood work, etc .”

— Ernest Joyce   
“Encyclopedia of Furniture Making”
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Drive them through the front of the door 
and through each batten.

When all the nails are driven in, turn 
the assembled door over onto a metal sur-
face and hammer the tips of the nails. This 
will bend them over into the wood, secur-
ing them. Then cut the hinge gains, hang 
the door and make a turn to hold the door 
closed. The original also had a little knob, 
which is best turned on a lathe.

While the finished cabinet will have too 
much metal to pass through airport secu-
rity, I guarantee the nails will help your 
piece last as long as the original. PWM

Chris is the editor of this magazine and does not  
own stock in any nail-making enterprise. He is  

the author of “Handplane Essentials” and  
“The Workbench Design Book.”

  Go Online for more …

You’ll find links to all these online extras at:
u  popularwoodworking.com/feb11

video: Watch a video of clenching a nail.

plan: Build a more complex version of this 
cabinet using free plans on our web site.

blog: Read more about how to use cut 
nails on our editor’s blog.

to buy: Get nails from tremontnail.com.

in our store: “The Book of Shaker  
Furniture” by John Kassay.

All of our products are available online at:
u  ShopWoodworking.com

u

Shaker Wall Cupboard
	 No.	 item	 dimeNsioNs	(iNches)
	 t	 W	 L

❏	 2 Carcase  
  sides 3⁄8 41⁄2  13

❏ 2 stiles 3⁄8 2 13

❏ 2 shelf &  
  bottom 3⁄8 41⁄2 105⁄8

❏ 1 top 1⁄4 51⁄8 111⁄2

❏ 1 exterior  
  bottom 1⁄4 53⁄8 111⁄2

❏ 1 back 1⁄4 11 16

❏ 1 Door 3⁄8 7 13

❏ 2 battens 3⁄8 11⁄2 67⁄8

Get your bottom on. The thin exterior bottom 
piece is glued on. Clamp the assembly to your 
benchtop to help distribute the clamping forces.

Clenching is a cinch. Drive the tips of your head-
less brads back into the battens while the door 
rests on a metal surface.

Connect the dots. Drill a 1⁄4" hole for the top of 
the slot and a 3⁄8" hole at the bottom. Connect 
the holes with a coping saw.
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Order the “Build a Sawbench” DVD now at
ShopWoodworking.com or call 1-800-258-0929.

$24.99 US; $28.99 CDN

DVD

ISBN 978-1-4403-1298-4

#W0661

Build a Sawbench
with Christopher Schwarz

   Learn the fundamentals of traditional 
hand-tool use including handsaws, 
chisels, bench planes, router planes 
and more

   Discover how to saw with precision – 
if you can see the line, you can cut 
to the line

   Lay out and cut compound angles – 
without any jigs, test-cuts or time-
consuming setups

   Learn the three classes of saw cuts 
– and when and why to use each

  And much more! 

This unique DVD takes you inside one of Christopher Schwarz’s 
most popular woodworking classes. With this DVD, you’ll follow 
along as Chris and 10 students build sawbenches entirely by hand. 
It’s like attending a class with a student’s-eye view of the action.

In addition to the video, this DVD includes complete construction 
drawings, a plan of procedure for building the sawbench and a 
SketchUp model of the project.

By the time you’re fi nished, not only will you have a traditional shop appliance 
that’s indispensable for sawing (and it makes a good shop stool), you’ll also be 
wielding the most-used handtools with accuracy and confi dence.
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HAND-TOOL LESSONS � 1-8

7/30/10   10:26:50 AM

HAND-TOOL LESSONS � 1-8

Exercises in Wood-Working
Book DVDs Digital Downloads

Put the past to work in your shop with our reprint of “Exercises in Wood-
Working.” First printed in 1889, this handsome hardcover book not only helps 
you to discover late 19th-century practices in woodworking, but helps you 
make the most of traditional hand tools in the modern shop, with a series of 
39 exercises. 

Plus, we offer a video companion series so you can see the exercises in action 
– on two DVDs, or available as single lessons through digital download. 

Editor Christopher Schwarz hosts the fi rst DVD of 
lessons 1-8 on proper use of the Chisel, Gouge, 
Hammer, Jack and Smooth planes, and Rip and 
Cross-cut saws. Plus a 39-page PDF excerpt from 
the book: “A Treatise on Wood.”

Executive Editor Robert W. Lang hosts the second DVD of lessons 9-12 on joinery: 
Making half-lap joints with a saw and chisel; Variations on half-laps plus rabbets, 
grooves and combination joints; Through mortise-and-tenon joints; and Drawboring 
the mortise-and-tenon joint. Plus, Bob shows you how to sharpen your tools quickly 
and effi ciently through grinding and honing. 

Find out more about the Book, DVDs and Single-lesson Downloads at:
ShopWoodworking.com/ExercisesinWoodworking

$17.99 US; $20.99 CAN  • Hardcover Book

$24.99 US; $28.99 CAN  •  DVD
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What’s NEW at shopWoodworking.com Editor’s tOP PICK

Why shop at shopWoodworking.com?
u Savings Up To 60% Off Retail Price
u The Best Project Downloads
u Books, DVDs, CDs

these products and more at shopWoodworking.com

‘Build	a	sawbench’

we filmed “build a sawbench with 

Christopher schwarz” during a sawbench 

class in our shop with 10 students – and 

every one of them finished the project. you 

too can follow along as Chris teaches you 

how to build this indispensable appliance 

for the hand-tool shop. you’ll learn, from 

a student’s eye perspective, how to saw 

with precision and use bench planes, 

router planes and chisels like a pro as you 

discover that compound cuts are easier 

(and faster!) to make with handsaws (there’s 

no fussing around with jigs, test-cuts or 

time-consuming setups).  plus, the DvD 

includes a pDf with complete step-by-step 

instructions, construction drawings and 

a sketchup model. and all without me 

bugging you about your lunch order.

Go	to	Woodworking	school	
Without	Leaving	home

get top-notch video instruction on a 
wide variety of woodworking topics 
with our shopClass videos (available as 
digital downloads and on disc).
• Learn sketchup, an invaluable 3-D 
modeling program, with “sketchup for 
woodworkers.”
• get an excellent finish every time with 
“the 10 Commandments of finishing.”
• and more!

Get	the	most	out	of	
Woodworking!

Join the shopwoodworking vip 
program today! your one-year paid 
membership includes:
• a one-year/7-issue subscription to 
Popular Woodworking Magazine.
• Popular Woodworking’s 2004-
2008 Compilation CD, with 35 
issues on one CD.
• Member-only savings that let you 
save more on every order from the 
shopwoodworking.com.

u Printed Project Plans
u Shop Class – Online Classes

u FRee USPS Shipping in the Shop when you 
spend $25! Just enter offer code PW0211 at 
checkout! (Some exclusions apply.)

‘elementary	turning’
when we saw this 1907 book, we 
simply couldn’t resist offering a reprint. 
Not only is it the best book on basic 
turning techniques and tools we’ve 
encountered (with information that is as 
relevant today as it was a century ago), 
the period photographs are charming 
to look at. 

‘spons	on		
carpentry	&	Joinery’
here, we’ve excerpted and reprinted  
all of the woodworking-related chapters 
from the 1910 edition of the important 
trade publication “spon’s Mechanic’s 
own.” Not only will you delve into 
woodworking history, you’ll learn a  
lot about period hand-tool use and 
technique. 


