
Book name Author Publisher Comment
Woodwork Joints Charles Hayward Evans Bros. Quite simply the best book on the subject. It has yet to be surpassed.
Egyptian Woodworking and Furniture Geoffrey Killen Shire This is the books about where the history of woodworking began. Short and sweet tome.
The Handyman's Book Paul N. Hasluck 10-Speed Press A great book about hand tool woodworking. One of the classics. And cheap.
The Woodworker's Dictionary Vic Taylor Storey Out of print. We keep this around for interns and newbs.
Illustrated Cabinetmaking Bill Hylton Reader's Digest Everyone on staff has one. It's a good source on joinery and furniture forms.
Tools and How to Use Them for Woodworking Alfred P. Morgan Gramercy Got it for $4 at a flea market. Nice illustrations. Some good tips.
Murland's Antique Tool Value Guide Tony Murland The Tool Shop A good guide for the vaule of common and unusual tools. Not complete, but a good resource.
The Joiner and Cabinet Maker Anon, Christopher Schwarz, Joel Moskowitz Lost Art Press My desk copy that has my notes and corrections in it. Grrr.
The Tool Chest of Benjamin Seaton Tools and Trades Society Out of print. Grrr. I love this book. Cool chest. Cool story. Good photos.
Carpentry for Beginners Charles Hayward Emerson It's not carpentry and it's not for beginners. A great book on handwork.
Hand Tools: Their Ways and Workings Aldren A. Watson Norton Good book on hand work. I don't agree wih everything in it, but it is beautifully illustrated and well written.
Exercises in Woodworking Ivin Sickels American Book Co. Wild old book that I bought for $1.50. Has a series of exercises to teach hand skills. This needs to be republished.
The History of Woodworking Tools W.L. Goodman G. Bell and Sons Ltd. If you like history and tools, this is the Rosetta stone.
Traditional Woodworking Techniques Graham Blackburn Blackburn Books If it weren't for Blackburn, I wouldn't have this job. This is a compilation of many of his older books.
Building 18th Century American Furniture Glen D. Huey Popular Woodworking Books Glen's a co-worker, but I'm a fan-boy. He does beautiful work and has a great eye for figure, form and color.
Dictionary of American Hand Tools Alvin Sellers Schiffer Poor illustration reproduction. Someone gave this book to me. Want it?
Understanding Wood R. Bruce Hoadley Taunton This belongs on everyone's shelf. It's a good introduction to the world of lignum.
The Workbench Book Scott Landis Taunton Landis is a great writer and went to great lengths to create this landmark book.
The American Shakers and their Furniture John G. Shea Van Nosterand Reinhold This book was an awesome gift. Lots of measured drawings of interesting pieces.
Workbenches: From Design & Theory to Construction & Use Christopher Schwarz Popular Woodworking Books My desk copy, marked with corrections and notes. Sigh.
Christopher Gabriel and the Tool Trade in 18th Century London Jane & Mark Rees Tools and Trades Society This book has an invaluable inventory of 18th century tools.
Traditional Woodworking Handtools Graham Blackburn Blackburn Books Blackburn's companion volume to the techniques book. A good read.
The Perfect Edge Ron Hock Popular Woodworking Books Hock's new book on sharpening. A great resource, especially on abrasives.
Stanley Tools Catalogue Number 120 A 1923 reprint that is a great education on early 20th-century toolkits
L'Encyclopedie, Ebebiste - Menuisier Diderot Bibliotheque de l'Image For history geeks into French tools and furniture, this is a goldmine
Thomas Moser: Artistry in Wood Thomas Moser Chronicle Pretty pretty pretty book and furniture. Good story or fantasy for a woodworker.
The Encyclopedia of Shaker Furniture Timothy D. Reiman and Jean M. Burks Schiffer Like Shaker stuff? Buy this book. There's no more to say.
Tools: Working Wood in 18th Century America James M. Gaynor and Nancy L. Hagedorn Colonial Williamsburg Though designed for the casual reader, the photos of tools are invaluable
Description Des Arts Et Metiers A.J. Roubo Bibliotheque de l'Image Roubo's book on furniture and tools. Need I say more?
Made By Hand Tom Fidgen Popular Woodworking Books This is on my Christmas reading list. 
Craftsman of the Cumberlands Michael Owen Jones University of Kentucky Press A crazy story about rural chairmakers. Some beautiful chairs. Some impossibly ugly. A fun read.
Furniture Treasury, Vol. 1 & 2 Wallace Nutting MacMillan If you like old furniture, this is the Old Testament.
Woodworkers' Essential Facts Formulas and Short-cuts Ken Horner Cambium A great reference text for math tricks, layout and general shop knowledge. Even if you are an old pro.
Dictionary of Woodworking Tools R.A. Salaman Astragal Good book on the old forms and names of tools. Frustrating in a couple places, but overall a great resource.
Handplane Essentials Christopher Schwarz Woodworking Magazine My desk copy. Corrected.
The Art and Craft of Cabinet-Making David Denning Pitman A classic old book on the trade. Very opinionated. Good basic techniques.
Staining and Polishing Charles Hayward Lippincott Even Hayward's book on finishing is excellent. 
Making Swedish Country Furniture and Household Things Hans Keijser Cloudburst Press Some cool old projects. Swedish stuff is very interesting -- nice curves!
A Source Book for Rule Collectors Philip E. Stanley Astragal I have a weak spot for folding rules. This book is the crack.
Antique & Collectible Tools John Walter The Tool Merchant Out of print, but still useful. The prices are outdated, but the data is not.
Charleston Furniture 1700-1825 E. Milby Burton University of South Carolina The book that suggested there might be a Southern style. Interesting to read, if not up to date.
The Toolbox Book Jim Tolpin Taunton Anything by Jim Tolpin is worth reading. This book is one of his classics.
The Workshop Book Scott Landis Taunton The third leg of the "workshop" books from Taunton. This book is great for dreaming about your own shop.
Essentials of Woodworking Ira Griffith Manual Arts Press A curious woodworking textbook that Linda Watts got me. Still trying to decide if it's useful.
The Handplane Book Garrett Hack Taunton Gorgeous book. Good advice.
Early American Country Furniture Denis Hambucken Countryman Press The oddest woodworking book ever. It has step illustrations (very techie) with old-school projects. Some nice work.
The Woodwright's Companion Roy Underhill University of north Carolina St. Roy. Get all his books.
The Woodwright's Work Book Roy Underhill University of north Carolina This is one of his best. Great chapter on workbenches. And the Debate of the Carpenter's Tools!
The Woodwright's Shop Roy Underhill University of north Carolina This one has more on country life than on woodworking. But still, it's Roy!
Patented Transitional & Metallic Planes in America 1827-1927 Roger K. Smith Roger K. Smith On eof the most important books on handplanes. This and the second volume are must-have books for a plane geek.
Tools Rare and Ingenious Sandor Nagyszalanczy Taunton Part of the Sandor "tool porn" series, this is some serious serios porn 
The Art of Fine Tools Sandor Nagyszalanczy Taunton Another installment of Sandor aming me feel inferior about my tools.


