
126

part four Freestanding Pieces



127

Small CheSt

The six-board chest (composed of four sides a top and bot-

tom) is a country (and Shaker) standard. This piece repre-

sents a variation on that standard in two respects. The grain 

is aligned vertically in the ends so they can extend below the 

bottom of the chest to raise it from the ground. The top is a 

break from tradition with a thin moulding running along all 

four edges.

While many of the pieces appearing in this book require 

a week or more of time to construct, this tiny chest, with its 

simple bandsawn profiles and its simple nailed construction, 

could be built in a single day.

proJECt four
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1  after flattening and 

straightening my stock, i 

ripped the components to 

width and cut them to length. 

i then laid out the band saw 

cuts on the two end panels. 

as you see here, i marked the 

half circle between the foot 

with a compass.

2  i’m illustrating the amount 

of surplus length i ensured for 

the two side panels so i would 

have material to plane flush 

in order to achieve a tight fit 

and to remove the end-grain 

tearout left behind by a cross-

cut saw. the amount of sur-

plus length is too small to be 

measured or marked. i simply 

establish it by sliding my fin-

gers over the intersection of 

side panel and end.
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3  i used a Lie-nielson low-angle 

jack plane to level the end grain 

surplus of the side panels. notice 

the clamping arrangement i cre-

ated to allow me to hold the case 

while i planed. first, i fixed a nar-

row board in my end vise. i then 

clamped the case to that board 

with a pair of short bar clamps.

4  after creating a radius on a 

wide board using the three-pen-

cil-lines technique, i ripped the 

moulding to its final width and 

nailed it around the lid’s center 

panel. the lid will likely shrink 

a bit across its width over time, 

but because the center panel is 

relatively narrow, that shrinkage 

isn’t likely to be enough to cause 

problems, and, unlike glue, nails 

give laterally, so a small amount 

of shrinkage won’t cause the 

mouldings to pop off.
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5  i filled the nail holes with 

putty and sanded it flush with 

the surface.

6  after masking around the 

top (so i could finish the inte-

rior natural), i applied a latex 

primer, then a latex topcoat.


